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problem; It will not be our business to choose their system of
government for them, although some of us may hope that
the experience of the past twenty years may encourage them
to sample the advantages of a constitutional monarchy.

We now turn to Central Europe, where many difficulties
must be solved if the new peace is to be anything more than
an uneasy armistice. The collapse of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire was in some ways a tragedy, for it meant the creation
of small violently nationalistic States, easily to be aroused
against one another by any Great Power well versed in un-
scrupulous diplomacy. The fact remains, however, that the
centralized system of the old Empire, with its suppression of
minority claims, was ill-suited to the twentieth century and
could not survive in its ancient form, so the great problem
facing the treaty-makers will be to devise some scheme of
economic and political unity for Central Europe that will
receive the willing co-operation of varied nationalities. For
this purpose the existence of a stable Austria is essential and,
if possible, Vienna, and not Berlin, should stand before the
world as the cultural and inspirational centre of the German
race. In the days before annexation, Kurt von Schuschnigg
strove to achieve this ideal, but his truncated country, con-
stantly weakened by Nazi intrigues, could only exist as a
buffer State and was doomed to ultimate disaster.

An Austria with reasonable economic boundaries and
freed from the pressure of Berlin could undoubtedly form
the nucleus for Central European unity, and the dreams of
the luckless Chancellor may yet be fulfilled. The return of
the monarchy would again act as a stabilizing factor and,
since the Royalist Party was rapidly growing among all
classes up to the very time of the Anschluss, it is probable
that the demand for a restoration win be very widespread
once Austria is freed from the Reich. Fortunately the Arch-
duke Otto of Habsburg and his brothers are young men of
ability and fine spirit, who have learnt while in exile to com-
bine modern ideals with a traditional belief in their own high
destiny, The Archduke himself has been condemned as a
traitor by Hitler for daring to protest against the annexation
of Austria, and he and his family are personally doing much